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Section One
1. Heteronormativity – refers to the belief that sexual and marital relationships should be maintained between two people of the opposite sex. Context: Queer theory see heteronormativity as the presumption and privileging of heterosexuality. When joined together, queer theory and heteronormativity aim to interrogate the systems of gender and sex.
2. Gender performativity – implies that the idea of gender is based on one’s acts and performance and that behavior is not determined by being male or female. Context: Post-colonial feminism responded mainly to the experiences of women in the colonial period. Gender performativity was not considered in post-colonial feminism, as women were only defined by their gender.
3. Colonialism – refers to the practice of controlling people or gaining power over people with an aim of exploiting them economically. In colonialism, the colonizers may impose their language, religion, or other cultural practices on the colonized group of people or location. Context: The decolonial social reproductive theory strives to overcome race and gender oppression by the colonialists.
4. Normate – This term usefully designates the social figure by which people can represent themselves as definitive human beings. The decolonial social reproductive theory sees normate as an important concept to enable self-determination, independence, and the ability to think rationally. Through this, humans are thus able to improve on both biological and economic production.
5. Orientalism – refers to the act of imitating or depicting various aspects in the Eastern world by individuals from the West. Context: West Asian and Islamic feminism sees orientalism as a narrative laced with power that opens the possibility to go further and subordinate others.
6. Subaltern/silent subaltern – refers to the lower social classes that are geographically excluded from the margins of society. Context: Post-colonial feminism describes subalterns as the women of inferior position in the society, who undergo the most depressing form of oppression.
7. Racial capitalism – refers to the process of extracting an individual’s social and economic value, mainly an individual from a different race. Racial capitalism derives value from an individual’s racial identity and results to harm to the individual as well as the society. Context: Indigenous feminism views racial capitalism as a fundamental cause of economic inequalities between women of different races and ethnic groups.
8. Militarized masculinity – refers to a combination of character traits as well as hyper-masculine attitudes mainly associated with the military. It produces warriors and veterans aimed at achieving peace and justice. Context: Chicana feminism sees militarized masculinity as an ideology that challenges the role of women based on gender, class, and race.
9. Sexual division of labor – refers to the act or process of delegating different tasks between males and females. Context: Chicana feminism sees the sexual division of labor as a sociopolitical movement that aims to reject the traditional household roles of women.
10. Embodiment – refers to the act where human characteristics are attributed to abstract ideas. Human characteristics are represented or expressed in a tangible form. Context: Queer theory sees embodiment as a constitutive relationship that exists between the human body and thoughts. While gender is based on behaviors, the body can be left behind as the mind continues working.


Second Section
Question 1
Oppression can be defined as a situation in which people are treated maliciously in an unjust manner and are prevented from accessing fair opportunities and freedom. The statement, "gender, race, sexuality, ability and other forms of oppression are intertwined and historically co-constituted," is very common and often sheds more light on the nature and roots of oppression. Two feminism theories: the post-colonial feminism theory and the indigenous feminism theory, can be used to verify this statement. It is evident that oppression has been occurring since history and is still taking place today. Oppression is still evident in the present structure today, where those in power take advantage of the position and mistreats the less powerful in society. According to Solly, an American magazine writer, more than 12 million people in Africa were kidnapped and transferred to the U.S., where they served as slaves (Solly, n.p.). Due to the excess power, the colonizers were capable of making their own rules that were to be adhered to. It is, therefore, clear that we cannot deny the fact that racial, gender, and sexual oppression, among other forms of oppression, began happening in history.
The two theories greatly illustrate the context in which oppression has been taking place. Throughout history, there has been unequal gender opportunities for males and females, oppression towards the indigenous people due to their race, and also the unfair treatment of individuals due to their sexuality and ability. The unequal gender opportunities are clearly experienced in the places of work as well as the society. Data collected by Oxfam International show that on average, females are paid less than the males by 24 percent, while the amount of work done by the two is the same (Oxfam International, n.p.). Though these theories make further efforts towards decolonization, the post-colonialism feminism theory puts more focus on avoiding the whitewash of feminism, while indigenous feminism primarily focuses on the oppression of indigenous people. Indigenous feminism considers the strength of women in society, while post-colonial feminism aims to strengthen women from not only the West but from all parts of the world.
Question 2
The danger of a single story is that it results in the creation of stereotypes. A ‘single story’ can be referred to as that which has a biased view and is often warped to persuade the audience. A single story is often based on opinions and stereotypes. While stories matter a lot, it is clear that people tend to live and behave with the perspective of hearing and being aware of a single story. The danger of a single story is that it may lead people to the wrong assumptions and conclusions or even make default decisions. It is also evident that a single story can rob people of their dignity and make them start emphasizing how they are different instead of how they are similar. By avoiding to base on a single story and hearing many stories, it is possible to empower other people as well as humanizing them.
Intersectional and black feminisms aim at understanding how the overlapping identities of women, such as color, race, religion, or ethnic group, determine the way they experience oppression and discrimination from others. It focuses on determining how the complexities of intersectionality affect women due to their color. Many cases have occurred of women being discriminated against and oppressed due to their color. According to Windsor et al., the oppression of black women is a significant problem that exists today in the United States (Windsor et al., n.p.). The problem of black women's oppression is a global issue that can be termed to occur due to a ‘single story.’
The single story that has been in existence since history is that women are inferior to men and that the black is inferior to the white. Accordingly, a lot of focus on this single story and the failure to focus on other stories has resulted in the ongoing global issue of black women's oppression. This has, as a result, resulted in black feminist intersectionality, which aims to explore more on the female identities that lead to their oppression.  Racism, gender-based violence, and inequalities are historical events that have been taking place with time (Priest, n.p.). To ensure that the analysis of these events is grounded and complete, there is a need to focus on hearing different stories rather than concentrating on a single story. This will involve taking ideas from other people from different cultures, weighing the benefits, and deciding on what is best for humans to ensure equality. 
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